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tion of Kut-el-Amara, on the Tigris was also necessary. The
proposal to advance to Nasiriyeh, which was acceptable to
the Commander-in-Chief himself, was not looked on favour-
ably by the General Staff in India, although at first sight
politically and strategically there were arguments which
could be held to justify the step. Nasiriyeh, in addition to
being a centre from which the tribes of the lower Euphrates
could be controlled, had a certain strategical value. Situated
at the junction of the Euphrates with the river Hai—at that
time wrongly thought to be a line of communication of prac-
tical military value—it was, potentially, an advanced base for
a Turkish counter-offensive against Basra by way of either
the Euphrates direct, or the Tigris, Hai and Euphrates.
There did exist at Nasiriyeh the remnants of the Turkish
force which had rallied after the battle of Barjisryeh—
remnants which General Nixon considered might form the
nucleus of an attack on his weakly-protected communications
with Amara. Administratively, the situation was most un-
favourable. The heat was intense—ISO;0 in the shade—the
sick-rate was high; as a result of the shortage of vegetables
the Indian troops were suffering badly from scurvy; milk,
ice and comforts were lacking; medical arrangements were
deplorable. A medical organisation which originally had
been insufficient for the needs of one division had now been
K expanded " to meet the requirements of the II Indian Army
Corps, with the result that at Amara men lay dying on the
ground in shelters which were scarcely sun-proof. Trans-
port by water and by land was insufficient to maintain the
widely dispersed units of the force, and the low level of water
in the river in the summer made navigation difficult and slow.
Although it was stated in the press at this time that every-
thing was being done to make the troops comfortable, this
" everything3} amounted to very little. It is not surprising,
therefore, to find that the Staff in India concluded that
General Nixon would do better to keep his force concentrated
on the Tigris rather than to add to his difficulties by
increasing his dispersion—as he must do in advancing on
the Euphrates.
However, the administrative situation does not appear to
have weighed very seriously with either General Nixon or
Sir Beauchamp Duff, the Commander-in-Chief, and eventually
General Nixon's proposal was sanctioned.
Meanwhile General Gorringe,, who had just returned from
the operations in Arabistan, was busy concentrating a force
for the projected operation, and his preparations were com-

